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Abstract

A Research Note on the Significance of Exploring the Possibility for Combining Design
Anthropology and Multisensory Anthropology: From Cultural Anthropological Studies
on Australian Aboriginal Message Sticks to Sensory Orientation in Design
Anthropology, titled as such, in pursuit of the further possibility for combining design
anthropology and multisensory anthropology, this working paper initially focuses on a
brief history of the author’s exposure to studies by architectural anthropologists and
secondly on his research on paintings of Australian Aborigines which led to his
renewed interest in their traditional message sticks inherently related to design
anthropology. A set of analytical terms such as style, design, decoration in art
historical studies for the sake of cross-referencing over design anthropological concepts
of design and its shift in meaning over history, the author prepared original discussions
on the possibility for combining design anthropology and multisensory anthropology
partly in connection to ontological turn in anthropology. The author, Keizo Miyasaka,
prof. of anthropology, Tokyo Tsushin University, finally focuses on its possible
application towards making a special study of psychohistoriographic cultural therapy
as developed by the late Frederick Hickling M.D. at the University of West Indies, and
its experiential sessions.
Key Words: anthropology of design, anthropology for design, multisensory anthropology,
message sticks used by Australian Aborigines, psychohistoriograpphic cultural therapy
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