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Abstract Nowadays, the English language enjoys its hegemonic status as a lingua franca
chosen by many. In Hong Kong, too, it remains significant even after the 1997 handover.
However, the choice does not necessarily seem to be ‘active’. Some choices might be against
speakers’ will due to their colonized or immigrant experiences. Linguistic choice leads to
divisions such as economic inequality, social superiority / inferiority, and political inclusion /
exclusion. Moreover, local languages and identity are endangered behind English hegemony.

This essay aims to explore how a colonized experience influences Hong Kong people’s
attitudes to the English language in the post-colonial context, covering ‘diglossia’, the
complex interaction between language and society in Hong Kong.
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The Questionnaire on the use of English
November 2009

This questionnaire is used only for academic purpose. The confidentiality of the information

you provide will never fail to be protected. Many thanks for your cooperation.

Please answer the following questions by filling in the blanks or by circling the correct

letters (Choose one or more).

1. Personal information

© a0 T

po
o o

c.
d.

Age 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s

Sex male female

Place of birth Hong Kong mainland China  others ( )
Occupation ( )

Linguistic career

Cantonese (  years) English( years) Putonghua( years)

How often do you use English?
writing/reading often sometimes rarely never
speaking often sometimes rarely never
When do you use English? office hour inclass offtime ina dream

Where do you use English? workplace classroom home café
If you do not choose ‘home’, what language do you speak at home?
Cantonese Putonghua Hakka Chiuchow others ( )
With whom do you use English? colleague teachers family friends pets
On what subject do you use English?
business studies hobbies/sports private matters

For what purpose do you use English?

to communicate torelax to know the Western world to gain a better life

to gain the degree in college to gain access to a wider community

others ( )

I wish to master fluent English because it makes me feel modern and
Westernized.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know



THICE T BIGE L) & 15

A person who speaks fluent English is generally educated and well-off.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

A person who speaks fluent English is generally snobbish and show-off.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

I am familiar with English because it is used in American popular culture.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

I dislike English because it is a language imposed by colonialism in the past.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

I feel unpatriotic, guilty or foreigner in using English.
strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

The status of Putonghua will soon be higher than that of English in Hong Kong.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

English will help me much in getting better opportunities in the future.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

The use of English is one of the most crucial factors which have contributed to
Hong Kong’s global prosperity today.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

English is highly regarded in Hong Kong society even after 1997.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

Cantonese 1s a language which represents Hong Kong most.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

I like Cantonese because it best represents me.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

. T often use ‘code-switching’ because it is convenient for conversation.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know

I think ‘code-switching’ is a fusion of Chinese culture and British culture rather
than a conflict of the two cultures.

strongly agree agree disagree strongly disagree don’t know
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4. If your neighbours are an English speaker and a Cantonese speaker,

a. To which speaker would you ask for help when you are sick?
English speaker Cantonese speaker don’t know

b. Which speaker would earn more money?
English speaker Cantonese speaker don’t know

c¢. Which speaker’s parents would earn more money?
English speaker Cantonese speaker don’t know

d. Which speaker is more likely to obtain bureaucratic employment?

English speaker Cantonese speaker don’t know

e. Which speaker would find a job of multinational corporation more easily?

English speaker Cantonese speaker don’t know

f.  Which speaker would you like to talk to about personal things?
English speaker Cantonese speaker don’t know

THANK YOU VERY MUCH INDEED!
Naomi Itagaki (#3E[E3E) The Open University of Hong Kong
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